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EVENT HOSTING LANDSCAPE

• 200,000 sport events annually

• Sports related travel is a $6.5 billion industry      
in Canada (Statistics Canada 2016)

U SPORTS 
• 12 Sports
• 56 Membership Institutions
• 21 National Championships
• 7,700 U SPORTS total events
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POST 2010
No game plan, no strategy

Limited coordination

Ad-hoc approach

Reactive to event opportunities 

No point of contact

Event Hosting and the Impact of Partnership
Michelle Collens, City of Vancouver



Event Hosting and the Impact of Partnership
Michelle Collens, City of Vancouver



2,800 seats
15,000 sq ft floor space

8 lane track
6 fields

5,500 seats
3 arenas
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SPORT HOSTING VANCOUVER
Strategic Community Partnership

• Build expertise to increase success of 
event bids and execution

• Best practices for transfer of knowledge

• Attract events that strategically align with 
tourism calendar ‘need period’

• Better return on investment and economic 
scale for developing a portfolio of events

• Ensure community legacy opportunities 
are integrated into the delivery model of 
hosting
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SPONSORSHIP

PARTNERSHIP



• CIS Basketball Final 8 Championships

• Vancouver Rugby Festival

• IMGA Americas Masters Games

• ISU Adult Figure Skating Championships

• Birmingham Wheelchair Tennis Nationals

• AAA Girls BC High School Soccer Provincials

• Global Relay Canadian Nationals Masters Cycling

• Canadian Transplant Games

• World Indigenous Basketball Challenge

• Mel Zajac International Swim Meet

• U SPORTS Men’s Soccer Championships
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2016-2018  
event partnerships 
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• Shared best practices

• Collaborations across faculties / departments

• Existing events  - how do you connect them

• Show your ‘ticket’ program

• Amplifying marketing / reach

• Swap assets with partners

• Youth legacy, community  connection

How can PARTNERSHIPS help 
when bidding/hosting?



LEVERAGING the Partnership
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• UBC research projects
- Sustainability Strategy
- Measurement Framework

• Volunteer engagement
• Hosting opportunities
• Contact databases
• Expanded network
• Sharing economy
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THANK YOU


