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1. Current Sport Committee Members 
 

Karen Murphy, Memorial University (Chair) 
Krista McKenna, St.Fx University 
Guy Dubé, Royal Military College 
Mark Alfano, McMaster University 
Karla Karch, Mount Royal University 
Vang Ioannides, University of Alberta 
Lisen Moore, McGill University 
Daniel Methot, Université du Québec à Montréal 
Robin Guy, Volleyball Canada 
Lisette Johnson Stapley, Chief Sport Officer, U SPORTS 
Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator, U SPORTS 
 
 

2. Mandate 
 

Role of Committee: Sport Committee’s role is to ensure the appropriate growth and development of U 
SPORTS sports, and the successful integration of U SPORTS programs in the Canadian sport delivery 
system. The committee works in conjunction and reviews motions with a financial impact passed at the 
Sport Technical Sub-Committee level. 
 
 

3. Highlights from the 2020-2021 season – COVID 19 
 

1. Consulted on proposed Sport Governance Structure changes for Sport Decision Making, by the 
Sport Law & Strategy Group - Composition of Sport Committee, Role of Sport Technical Sub-
Committees (STSCs), Role of Coaches Associations & President of Coaches Association roles 

2. Consulted on 2020 National Championship dates due to impacts of COVID-19 
3. Consulted on the change of dates for upcoming season to accommodate further Pandemic 

impacts and allowing for conference league play and playoffs  
4. Refined STSC/SC alignment and leadership  
5. Consulted on National Championship Principles 
6. Consulted on National Championship berth structures 
7. Reviewed timelines for implementation of the Sport Model Program  
8. Reviewed Women’s Hockey Project – updates to come to a decision by June 2021 
9. Recommendation for equal distances for Men’s and Women’s Cross Country 
10. Reviewed format for Swimming Championships  
11. Support for Wrestling & Swimming STSCs  
12. Delayed Men’s Volleyball Berth Structure Concerns and proposed Men’s Soccer Berth Structure 
13. Collected data re. Video Exchange Platforms 
14. Exchange of COVID 19 protocol documentation 
15. Support of the Female Coaching Apprenticeship Program 
16. Ensured discussions around Equity and Diversity at each meeting 
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4. Plans for 2021-2022 season 
 
The Sport Committee plans to continue to fulfill its mandate in the following ways:  
 

1. Advise management on Phase 1 of the Sport Decision Making Structure (reduced 
composition of Sport Committee and revised TOR for Sport Committee & STSCs) 

2. Assist management with COVID Measures and Protocols from an institutional and 
Conference perspective 

3. Advise where needed on the Implementation of Sport Model Program 
4. Advise most objective criteria for each sports’ National Championship berth structure and 

seeding  
5. Advise on format for National Swimming Championships  
6. Assist management when required with Officials recruitment and on-going Coaching 

development 
7. Review of Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Initiatives impacting Sport 
8. Advise on any initiative brought forward by the Sport Technical Sub-Committees 

 
 

5. Sport Technical Sub-Committees – CORE SPORTS – Market-Driven 
 

A. Football STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Basil Hughton, Director of Canada West 
 
Committee members:  
Leo MacPherson, AD, St-FX    AUS Sport Rep   
Julie Dionne, AD, Laval     RSEQ Sport Rep   
Wally Gabler, AAD, Guelph    OUA Sport Rep 
Adrienne Healey, AAD, U Sask  Canada West Sport Rep    
John Keefe, Director of Sport, AUS  AUS Football Convenor 
Benoit Doloreux, Director, RSEQ  RSEQ Football Convenor    
Matt Davies, COO, OUA     OUA Football Convenor   
Michael Faulds, Head Coach    CUFCA President   
Shannon Donovan     Football Canada   
Lisette Johnson-Stapley   U SPORTS, CSO 
Jenna Blackburn    U SPORTS, Sport Coordinator and Notetaker 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments:  

• Review of Eligibility Rules due to COVID impact (football age cap) 

• Engaging coaches and administrator meetings via Zoom – increased ability to share what 
conferences’ decision making with COVID impact, and allowed for discussion of some key issues 
for U SPORTS. 

• Coaches Cause – Coaches from coast to coast (led by Blake Nill from UBC) raised money in 
honour of present and past coaches that impacted their lives and raised money for Canadian 
Food Banks. Altogether over $50,000 was raised. 
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• East/West Bowl – Despite no 2020 season, U SPORTS worked together with the CFL and all 27 
football playing institutions to ensure that our student athletes were named for the 2021 
East/West Bowl. Even without a game this recognition is important to the individual athletes and 
the Universities they represent. 

• CFL Draft – Very impressive that even without a 2020 season, Canadian University coaches 
continue to train, meet with, and develop student athletes. In the 2021 CFL draft, 31 of 52 draft 
selections were from U SPORTS teams. 
 

Priorities for the Sport of Football: 

• Vanier Cup 2022 and beyond 

• Follow up to 2019 Football Summit Initiatives  

• National Broadcast Strategy for Football 

• Identify Ranking System 

• Review field of play regulations against COVID measures and protocols 

• Eligibility Policies  
 

B Men’s Basketball STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Daniel Méthot, Varsity Coordinator, Université du Québec à Montréal 
 
Committee Members:  
AUS Sport Rep: John Ryan, Cape Breton University  
AUS Coach Rep: Darrell Glenn, University of Prince Edward Island  
RSEQ Sport Rep: Lisen Moore, McGill University 
RSEQ Coach Rep: Rastko Popovic, Concordia University 
OUA Sport Rep: Brian Finiss, Ryerson University 
OUA Coach Rep: John Campbell, University of Toronto 
CW Sport Rep: Kenneth Schildroth, MacEwan University  
CW Coach Rep: Craig Beaucamp, University of Victoria  
President of the Coaching Association: Kevin Duffie, Acadia University  
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Engaging coaches and administrator meetings via Zoom – increased ability to share what 
conferences’ decision making with COVID impact, and allowed for discussion of some key issues 
for U SPORTS. 

• Review of Eligibility Rules due to COVID impact 
 

Priorities for the Sport of Men’s Basketball: 

• To establish a coaches for a cause focused on EDI 

• To review berth structures and seeding 

• Review field of play regulations against COVID measures 

• Safely returning to sport and competition  

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 

• Provided feedback on Sport Governance and Principles & Berth Structures 
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B. Women’s Basketball STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Karla Karch, Athletic Director, Mount Royal University 
 
Committee Members:  
AUS Sport Rep: Jane Vessey, University of Prince Edward Island 
AUS Coach Rep: Anna Stammberger, Dalhousie University 
RSEQ Sport Rep: Linda Marquis, Université Laval 
RSEQ Coach Rep: Tenicha Gittens, Concordia University 
OUA Sport Rep: Christine Stapleton, Western University 
OUA Coach Rep: Erin McAleenan, York University 
CW Sport Rep: Lisa Robertson, University of Regina  
CW Coach Rep: Cheryl Jean-Paul, Trinity Western University 
President of the Coaching Association: Carly Clarke, Ryerson University 
Canada Basketball Rep: Mike MacKay, Performance Manager, Women’s High Performance 
U SPORTS Rep: Carly Clarke, Ryerson   
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Shoot for the Cure Initiative  

• Launch of the Black Canadian Coaches Association (led by St.FX Women’s Basketball Coach Lee 
Anna Osei – several women’s basketball programs leading initiatives, awareness, and education 
around racial justice)  

• Engaging coaches and administrator meetings via Zoom – increased ability to share what 
conferences’ decision making with COVID impact, and allowed for discussion of some key issues 
for U SPORTS. 

• Provided feedback on Sport Governance and Principles & Berth Structures 
 

Priorities for the Sport of Women’s Basketball: 

• Review Berth Structure and Seeding 

• Review Rules and Regulations 

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 

• Keeping Women’s Basketball at the forefront during the pandemic 

• Review field of play regulations against COVID measures 

• Return to competition and to crown a National Champion 

• Continue to build racial justice awareness initiatives and education  
 

C. Women’s Hockey STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Danièle Sauvageau, Officer of the Order of Canada, Head Coach of the 2002 Olympic Gold Medalist Women’s 
Hockey Team 

 
Committee Members: 
AUS Sport Rep: Mike Eagles, St. Thomas University 
AUS Coach Rep: Bruce Donaldson, University of Prince Edward Island  
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RSEQ Sport Rep: Danika Smith, University of Ottawa 
RSEQ Coach Rep: Isabelle Leclaire, Université de Montréal 
OUA Sport Rep: Stephanie White, Western University  
OUA Coach Rep: Lisa Haley, Ryerson University  
CW Sport Rep: Gene Muller, University of Manitoba 
CW Coach Rep: Graham Thomas, University of British Columbia  
President of the Coaching Association: Dan Church, York University  
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator  
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Engaging coaches and administrator meetings via Zoom – increased ability to share what 
conferences’ decision making with COVID impact, and allowed for discussion of some key issues 
for U SPORTS. 

• Provided feedback on Sport Governance and Principles & Berth Structures 

• Greater visibility of women’s hockey and pushing forward initiatives to support greater equity, 
diversity, and inclusion.  

• Further collection of data to support the Women’s Hockey Project 
• Provided feedback on Sport Governance and Principles & Berth Structures 

 
Priorities for the Sport of Women’s Hockey: 

• Review field of play regulations against COVID measures and protocols 

• Safely returning to sport and competition  

• Continuing to support initiatives of inclusion and diversity in the sport of Women’s Hockey 

• Review Berth Structure and Seeding 

• Review Rules and Regulations 

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 
 

D. Men’s Hockey STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Peter Hellstrom, Athletic Director, Laurentian University  
 
Committee Members: 
AUS Sport Rep: Pierre Arsenault, Mount Allison University 
AUS Coach Rep: Gardiner MacDougall, University of New Brunswick 
OUA Sport Rep: Tom Warden, Lakehead University 
OUA Coach Rep: Clarke Singer, Western University 
CW Sport Rep: Rob Godfrey, Mount Royal University 
CW Coach Rep: Todd Johnson, University of Regina  
President of the Coaching Association: Dave Adolph, University of Saskatchewan 
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Engaging coaches and administrator meetings via Zoom – increased ability to share what 
conferences’ decision making with COVID impact, and allowed for discussion of some key issues 
for U SPORTS. 
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• Review of Eligibility Rules due to COVID impact 

• Provided feedback on Sport Governance and Principles & Berth Structures 
 
Priorities for the Sport of Men’s Hockey: 

• Review Berth Structure and Seeding 

• Review Rules and Regulations against COVID measures and protocols 

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 

• Organize U SPORTS Men’s Hockey Coaches Clinic 
 

E. Women’s Volleyball STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Karen Murphy, Athletic Director, Memorial University 
 
Committee Members: 
AUS Sport Rep: Karen Murphy, Memorial University 
AUS Coach Rep: Rick Scott, Dalhousie University 
RSEQ Sport Rep: Jean-Pierre Chancy, Université de Montreal 
RSEQ Coach Rep: Olivier Trudel, Université de Montreal 
OUA Sport Rep: Melissa Krist, University of Toronto  
OUA Coach Rep: Kristine Drakich, Unviersity of Toronto   
CW Sport Rep: Russ Paddock, Brandon University 
CW Coach Rep: Sandra Lamb, Mount Royal University 
President of the Coaching Association: Doug Reimer, University of British Columbia 
Volleyball Canada Rep: Julien Boucher, High Performance Director 
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Engaged coaches meetings via Zoom – increased ability to share what conferences are doing, or 
not able to do and allowed for discussion of some key issues for U SPORTS and National Team 
Programs  

• Creation of a FISU Sub-Committee from Coaches Association – despite the cancellation of the 
Games this past year, there’s a group of 8-10 coaches meeting to plan for tryouts, selection, 
training camps, National Team connections and fundraising  

• Strong collaboration with STSC conference reps 

• Provided feedback on Sport Governance and Principles & Berth Structures 
 
Priorities for the Sport of Women’s Volleyball: 

• Ensure a safe return to competition 

• Continue to build Coaches Association and the communication across Canada  

• Develop coach and athlete engagement and help build a robust program for FISU in 2022 and 
2023 

• Review Berth Structure and Seeding 

• Review Rules and Regulations against COVID measures and protocols 

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 
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F. Men’s Volleyball STSC 

 
Committee Chair:  
Jean-Pierre Chancy, Université de Montréal 
 
Committee Members:  
RSEQ Sport Rep: Jean-Noel Corriveau, Université Laval 
RSEQ Coach Rep: Dan McMorran, University of New Brunswick 
OUA Sport Rep: Mark Alfano, McMaster University 
OUA Coach Rep: James Gravelle, University of Windsor  
CW Sport Rep: Jeff Gamache, Trinity Western University 
CW Coach Rep: Shawn Sky, Mount Royal University 
President of the Coaching Association: John Barrett, University of Toronto  
Volleyball Canada Rep: Julien Boucher, High Performance Director 
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments:  

• Engaged coaches meetings via Zoom – increased ability to share what conferences are doing, or 
not able to do and allowed for discussion of some key issues for U SPORTS and National Team 
Programs  

• Provided feedback on Sport Governance and Principles & Berth Structures 

• Review of Eligibility Rules due to COVID impact 
 

Priorities for the Sport of Men’s Volleyball: 

• Implement new berth structure 

• Focus on returning to training and competition safely 

• Ability to engage and monitor our student athletes in person  

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 
 
 

6. Sport Technical Sub-Committees – CORE SPORTS –Non-Market Driven 
 
 

F. Women’s Rugby STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Krista McKenna, Associate Athletic Director, St.Fx University  
 
Committee Members: 
AUS Sport Rep: Kevin Dickie, Acadia University 
AUS Coach Rep: Matthew Durant, Acadia University 
RSEQ Sport Rep: Graeme McGravie, Concordia University  
RSEQ Coach Rep: Mitch Francois, Université de Montreal 
OUA Sport Rep: Meaghan Howat, University of Guelph   
OUA Coach Rep: Dan Valley, Queen’s University 
CW Sport Rep: Vang Ioannides, University of Alberta  
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CW Coach Rep: Brittany Watters, University of Victoria  
President of the Coaching Association: Collette McAuley, University of Guelph  
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Coaches used time away from the field as an opportunity to collaborate about the future of 
Women’s Rugby 

• Coaches able to discuss solutions for obstacles as well as the growth this could have on the 
institutions that do not have a Rugby 15’s program – potential to add 10 more institutions across 
the country to our already impressive 27 

• Engaging coaches and administrator meetings via Zoom – increased ability to share what 
conferences’ decision making with COVID impact, and allowed for discussion of some key issues 
for U SPORTS. 

• Provided feedback on Sport Governance and Principles & Berth Structures 
 
Priorities for the Sport of Women’s Rugby 15s 

• Providing Return to Competition protocols that will help student athletes prepare for upcoming 
competitive season  

• Review Berth Structure and Seeding 

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 
 
 

G. Men’s Soccer STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Patrick Nearing, Associate Athletic Director, Dalhousie University 
 
Committee Members:  
AUS Sport Rep: Scott Gray, Saint Mary’s University  
AUS Coach Rep: Lewis Page, University of Prince Edward Island  
RSEQ Coach Rep: Pat Raimondo, Université de Montréal  
RSEQ Sport Rep: Evelyne Fleury, Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières  
OUA Coach Rep: Kwesi Loney, Carleton University  
OUA Sport Rep: Guy Dube, Royal Military College 
CW Sport Rep: Gord Hopper, University of British Columbia 
CW Coach Rep: Mike Shearon, Trinity Western University  
President of the Coaching Association: Mike Mosher, University of British Columbia 
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Supporting and engaging student athletes during a challenging year – support was both on and off 
the playing field as per provincial health restrictions  

• Continued communication within respective conferences and across the country to ensure we are 
prepared and ready for a return to training and competition 

• 3rd Annual CPL Draft – 16 U SPORTS players were selected and thus given an opportunity to earn 
a U SPORTS Development Contract  
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Priorities for the Sport of Men’s Soccer: 

• Continue to provide a safe, positive and strong pathway for men’s soccer players to develop on 
and off the field of play  

• Continue to gain momentum with players finding success in the CPL, MLS and Canadian National 
Teams  

• Compete for fall 2021 Conference Championships as well as a 2021 National Championship after 
a year’s hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

• Implement new Berth Structure  

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 

• Review Rules and Regulations against COVID measures and protocols 
 

H. Women’s Soccer STSC 

 
Committee Chair:   
Guy Dubé, Varsity Manager, Royal Military College 
 
Committee Members: 
AUS Sport Rep: Scott Gray, Saint Mary’s University 
AUS Coach Rep: Jon Crossland, University of New Brunswick 
RSEQ Coach Rep: Jose Valdes, McGill University  
RSEQ Sport Rep: Evelyne Fleury, Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières 
OUA Coach Rep: Martin Painter, Western University 
OUA Sport Rep: Sean Scott, Queen’s University 
CW Sport Rep: Gord Hopper, University of British Columbia 
CW Coach Rep: Troye Flannery, University of Calgary 
President of the Coaching Association: Chad Beaulieu, Royal Military College 
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Women’s Soccer institutions created many fundraising and awareness initiatives  
 

Priorities for the Sport of Women’s Soccer: 

• Return to play in a safe and effective way, requiring cooperation and teamwork to ensure another 
season is not missed 

• Keep the community outreach opportunities going – provided student athletes and coaches with 
a great sense of self, many having realized that they were limiting themselves by their 
participation in sport as opposed to using sport as a platform to reach others and help make the 
lives of others better  

• Review Berth Structure and Seeding 

• Review the harmonization of video platform options 

• Review Rules and Regulations against COVID measures and protocols 
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H. Swimming STSC 

 
Committee Chair: 
Jason Kerswill, Athletic Director, University of Calgary  
 
Committee Members: 
AUS Sport Rep: Tim Maloney, Dalhousie University 
AUS Coach Rep: Meredith Earle, Memorial University 
RSEQ Sport Rep: Dominique Massie-Martel, McGill University 
RSEQ Coach Rep: Dave Heinbuch, University of Ottawa 
OUA Sport Rep: Melissa Krist, University of Toronto 
OUA Coach Rep: Paul Midgley, Western University 
CW Sport Rep: Jason Kerswill, University of Calgary 
CW Coach Rep: Vacant 
President of Coaching Association: Derrick Schoof, UBC 
Swimming Canada Reps: John Atkinson & Iain McDonald  
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator  
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Created a Swimming Sport Technical Sub-Committee and held first ever meetings 

• Created a 2021 U SPORTS Virtual Swimming Challenge – this allowed many of our swimmers to 
“virtually” compete against each other 

• Programs and swimmers continued to prepare for whatever was coming next. This created a 
situation where athletes learned to be resilient and be grateful for what it is to be a varsity 
swimmer. 

• Swimmers, coaches and staff learned to be adaptable, flexible, and understanding during 
uncertain times, and allowed swimmers to stay safe and healthy this year. 

• Reviewed the survey results for Swimming short course vs long course formats 
 
Priorities for the Sport of Swimming: 

• Take the skills and lessons learned this year and build upon them into a “more normal” year that 
includes proper training, competition and travel.  

• Review Rules and Regulations against COVID measures and protocols 

• Make recommendation for Swimming format moving forward 
 

 

6. Sport Technical Sub-Committees – PARTNERSHIP Sports 
 

I. Wrestling STSC 

 
Committee Chair: 
Vang Ioannides, Associate Athletic Director, University of Alberta 
 
Committee Members: 
AUS/East Sport Rep: Don Ryan, University of New Brunswick 
AUS/East Coach Rep: Tom McRae, University of New Brunswick 
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OUA Sport Rep: Tom Warden, Lakehead Unviersity 
OUA Coach Rep: Francis Clayton, Lakehead University 
CW Sport Rep: Vang Ioannides, University of Alberta 
CW Coach Rep: Mitch Ostberg, University of Calgary  
President of Coaching Association: Doug Cox, University of Guelph 
Wrestling Canada Rep: Tamara Medwinsky 
U SPORTS Rep: Jenna Blackburn, Sport Coordinator  

 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Created a Wrestling Sport Technical Sub-Committee and held first ever meetings 

• Success of online training – ability to adapt to online coaching and communicating  

• Focus on mental preparation – student athletes learning how to apply techniques not only to 
sport but to their everyday lives 

• Support system from Institutions  
 
Priorities for the Sport of Wrestling: 

• U SPORTS National Championship format & qualifying process 

• Working towards equal weight classes in men’s and women’s wrestling  

• Review Rules and Regulations against COVID measures and protocols 
 
 

7. Coaches Associations – Cross Country, Track & Field, Field Hockey 

 

A. Cross Country – CORE SPORT 

 
President of Coaches Association: Felix-Antoine-Lapointe, Laval 
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Approved equal race distances for men and women (8km)  
 
Priorities for the Sport of Cross Country: 

• Ability to return to competition safely  

• Being adaptable if needed based on restrictions to ensure some form of competition  
 

B. Track and Field – CORE SPORT 
 
President of Coaches Association: Jason Reindl, University of Saskatchewan  

 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Various initiatives and associations were created this past year to enhance opportunities for 
student athletes, coaches and communities of BIPOC, Black Lives Matter, etc. – saw a significant 
number of individuals involved from within U SPORTS Track and Field.  

• Current student athletes and U SPORTS alumni pursuing Tokyo 2021 – there is a large number 
of student-athletes who are doing a number of successful things in the track and field world, 
including many achievements of Olympic standards. This highlights the competitiveness/level of 



 
 Sport Committee Report 

June 10, 2021 
Lisette Johnson-Stapley, CSO 

Jenna Blackburn, SC 
Dr. Karen Murphy, Chair 

 

2020-2021 Sport Committee & STSC Report   Page 14 of 14 
 

athletes and highlights that the pathway for Olympics is quite strong for those who look to remain 
in Canada for their post-secondary education. 

 
Priorities for the Sport of Track & Field: 

• A healthy and safe return to competition  

• Review Rules and Regulations against COVID measures and protocols 
 
 

C. Field Hockey – Partnership Sport 

 
President of Coaches Association: Cassius Mendonca, Toronto  
 
Past Seasons Accomplishments: 

• Willingness of athletes to train with COVID-19 restrictions showed team spirit and determination 
to prepare for 2021 

• Successful modified training in small groups at some institutions  
 
Priorities for the Sport of Field Hockey: 

• Preparation for 2021 season and safe return to competition  

• Review Rules and Regulations against COVID measures and protocols 
 

 

D. Curling – Partnership Sport 

 

• Operated under the flexible model by Curling Canada 
 
 
 


